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According to a report from the 
Comptroller’s Office, Darla Moore 
School of Business is responsible for 
most of USC’s out-of-state travel. 
Most of the money has been allotted to 
programs established by Kendall Roth, 
senior associate dean for International 
Programs and Partnerships.
South Carolina universit ies and 
colleges have spent $34,248,859 for out-
of-state travel in the 2016-17 fi scal year. 
Most of this money has been spent by 
USC and Clemson University.
“This  repor t  i s  prepared as  a 
management tool to assist agency heads 
and state leaders in ensuring that the 
state’s fi nancial resources are being used 
efficiently,” said comptroller Richard 
Eckstrom in his travel report.
Eckstrom reported that USC spent 
$7,835,156 on out-of-state spending 
compared to Clemson’s $9,056,187 
spent. The major difference between 
the universities is that the biggest 
spender at USC works for international 
programs and partnerships whereas 
Clemson’s biggest spender is its athletic 
department.
Regardless of how the money is being 
spent, $7,835,156 could seem an excessive 
amount to spend on international travel 
when college students are having to deal 
with rising tuition. Jeff Stensland, USC’s 
director of public relations, stressed that 
most of this travel comes at little cost to 
students.
While an undergraduate 
a t  t he  Un i ver s i t y  o f 
South Florida, Phil l ip 
Buckhaults would often 
eat lunch in the Moffitt 
Cancer Center at USF’s 
m e d i c a l  s c h o o l .  H e 
watched, day in and day 
out, as sick children would 
wheel their IV’s into the 
cafeter ia to eat  whi le 
receiving chemotherapy. 
This left a lasting mark on 
him. It was here that he 
was inspired to take up the 
fight against cancer, the 
“emperor of all maladies.” 
“ T h e s e  d o c s  w e r e 
doing the best they could, 
but  t he y  were  rea l l y 
shepherding a lot of these 
kids to the grave and they 
cou ld n’t  do a ny t h ing 
about it,” Buckhaults said. 
“Some kids they’d save, 
but a lot of them they 
couldn’t.”
It  was  here t hat  he 
dec ided to fol low h is 
inclination for medical 
research and try and give 
oncologists better tools to 
combat the disease. 
Now  a t  US C ,  he ’s 
making good on that goal. 
We hear about tragedies every day. 
News about the genocide in Myanmar 
or the ongoing war in Syria f ilters in, 
and recognit ion of these events also 
accompanies our sense of limited locality. 
Often, these tragedies feel a world away.
This mentality is changing. Within the 
past year, Columbia has taken in refugees 
f rom cou nt r ie s  such  a s  Mya n ma r, 
Iraq, Syria and the Congo. Easing the 
transition into living in the United States 
has been a major concern for South 
Carol ina and USC undergraduates , 
professors and alumni are at the forefront 
of a solution. 
The Carolina Survivor Clinic is an 
organization that uses community-based 
approaches to help nourish the mental 
health of these vulnerable populations. 
Founded by Rajeev Ba is ,  a  c l in ica l 
assistant professor of Internal Medicine 
f rom the USC School of Medic ine, 
the organizat ion sponsors tutor ing, 
conversational classes, a scholastic soccer 
program, the Carolina Survivor Farm 
and Garden and clinics for refugees. 
Cal Hilsman, who earned a master’s 
in social work from USC, coordinates 
the programs efforts to aid the refugee 
population. 
USC will take time this week 
to recognize the contributions 
of slaves who helped build or 
worked on the 
campus during 
its early years. 
H i s t o r y 
professor Bob 
Weyenet h led 
students through 
years of research 
on the subject, 
working closely with university 
archivist Elizabeth West. Their 
work will culminate in two 
new plaques, one located at the 
head of the Horseshoe and the 
other by the President’s House, 
acknowledging the contributions 
they uncovered.
One plaque, entitled “Slavery 
a nd  t he  S out h  C a r o l i n a 
College,” commemorates the 
decades of slave labor from 
slaves owned by the school and 
private cit izens that helped 
fuel the university in its early 
years. The other will mark the 
last remaining slave quarters on 
campus, and it will feature the 
names of slaves who lived and 
worked on the campus.
Multiple high-profi le offi cials 
will speak at Rutledge Chapel on 
Tuesday morning as part of the 
ceremony. Speakers include Rep. 
Jim Clyburn as well as Columbia 
Mayor Steven K. Benjamin and 
S t u d e n t 
B o d y 
P r e s i d e n t 
Ross Lordo.
T h o s e 
l o o k i n g 
t o  l e a r n 
more about 
t he  s l a v e s 
being recognized can check out 
the website developed by the 
researchers behind the project.
The ceremony, which is free 
and open to the public, begins 
Tuesday at 10 a.m.
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10 a.m. Free to the public
Local refugees get help 
from alumni, students 
Jasmine Ranjit / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Refugee children get tutoring in everything from English to math 
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“Much of the travel 
u nder t a ken  by  USC 
faculty and staff is funded 
through private grants 
and athlet ic revenue,” 
Stensland said.
He argued that this 
travel is benef icial to 
students because it helps 
create opportunities to 
conduct research or travel 
abroad along with helping 
offset some of the cost of 
college.
“Faculty embark upon 
groundbreaking research 
and scholarship to make 
advances in medicine, 
rule of law, advanced 
materials and numerous 
other disciplines that 
m a k e  e v e r y d a y  l i f e 
better,” Stensland said. 
“Importantly, travel is 
also used to raise money 
to help make up for the 
cont inued pract ice of 
under f unding h igher 
education in our state.”
Roth specifically says 
he is doing quite a bit to 
acquire new opportunities 
for USC students through 
his travel.
“The most important 
t a s k  i s  d e v e l o p i n g 
opportunities for Moore 
S c h o o l  s t u d e nt s  t o 
enhance their education 
through part icipat ing 
in some type of cross-
cultural or international 
experience,” said Roth.
USC  pr ide s  i t s e l f 
o n  b e i n g  t h e  t o p 
international business 
school in t he nat ion 
with some of the best 
international programs. 
Roth says this prestige 
cannot come from casual 
planning, but is the result 
of  t ravel  and money 
spent over the years so 
students can have the best 
education possible.
“There are universities 
that basically outsource 
the major port ion of 
t h e i r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o 
outside vendors,” said 
Roth. “However, such 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e 
t y pica l ly much more 
expensive for students 
than in-house developed 
exchanges and programs.” 
E v e r y  s t u d e n t 
o n  c a m p u s  h a s  t h e 
opportunit y to study 
abroad, and there are 
m a n y  p r o g r a m s  t o 
choose from. However, 
when there are so many 
countries with so many 
different programs in the 
countries, faculty and 
executives need to oversee 
what is happening. This 
is another major part of 
Roth’s role.
“We also believe it is 
important control the 
design of these programs, 
to ensure that when a 
student studies abroad, 
or participates in a short-
term study program, 
that the experience is 
well developed in terms 
of academic content,” 
Roth said. “Our study 
abroad partners must 
be exceptional business 
s c h o o l s ,  p r o v i d i n g 
a cur r icu lum t hat  i s 
c o n s i s t e nt  w i t h ,  o r 
even exceeds, our own 
academic standards.”
Even though a large 
amount of money is going 
towards the international 
t ravel of one specif ic 
faculty member, Roth is 
confident this money is 
benefi ting students every 
day and helps maintain 
the reputat ion of the 
business school and USC 
as a whole.
“The Moore School 
is widely recognized as 
the premier institution in 
international business,” 
Roth said. “To maintain 
t h i s  reput at ion it  i s 
i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  w e 
continually redefine the 
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“We are an up-and-coming team. It’s 
an exciting time as a Gamecock.”
— Coach Will Muschamp at a Sunday night press conference after South Carolina 
announced it would appear in the Outback Bowl Jan. 1, 2018
Sexual harassment and assault claims 
cost S.C. over $2 million
South Carolina paid $2 million in sexual harassment and assault settlements in the past four years, 
according to The State. The 11 cases involved state agencies and local governments, including one suit 
against Richland County. While no cases involved state legislators, two members of the South Carolina 
House resigned since 2015 facing sexual harassment accusations.
— Compiled by assistant news editor Larissa Johnson
Victoria Richman / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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Only at the Russell House Bookstore. Limited to in stock merchandise only.  No rain checks or price adjustments for previous purchases. We cannot honor additional 
coupons or discounts on sale items. CarolinaCard is preferred method of payment.  All forms of payment accepted for sale.
/UofSCBookstore/UofSCBookstore /UofSCBookstore
The Russell House, 1400 Greene Street, Columbia, SC 29208  •  803-777-4160
Looking to spend your CAROLINA CASH?
Finish your Holiday Shopping BEFORE you leave!
It’s the BIGGEST CLEARANCE 
SALE OF THE YEAR!
ALL Bargain Books...50% OFF! Hundreds to choose from!
ALL Storewide Clearance an
EXTRA 50% OFF LOWEST MARKED PRICE!
THREE DAYS ONLY! December 5th, 6th and 7th.
Shop early for best selection! Offer not available online.
A bi l l  t hat  wou ld 
dramatically change the 
way tens of thousands 
of graduate students pay 
taxes is one step closer to 
becoming law. 
Senate Republicans 
passed their version of 
the GOP tax plan by a 
51-49 margin in the 
early hours of Saturday 
morning. Democrats 
requested that the vote 
be pushed to Monday 
to give senators more 
t i me  to  re v ie w  t he 
proposed legislation, but 
Republicans went ahead 
with the vote.
This Senate bill differs 
in some respects from 
the House bill passed 
on Nov. 16, meaning a 
conference committee 
is likely. Senate leaders 
say they are confident 
that a compromise bill 
between the two houses 
of Congress shouldn’t be 
hard to hash out. That 
process is expected to 
begin soon.
S e n a t e  M a j o r i t y 
L e a d e r  M i t c h 
M c C o n n e l l  t o l d 
r ep or t er s  a f t e r  t he 
Senate  pas sage t hat 
Republicans hope to pass 
the legislation by the 
Christmas holiday break.
In its current form, 
the bill would take away 
a provision that allows 
approximately 145,000 
graduate students to 
not pay taxes on tuition 
waivers they receive 
from their college or 
university. Some USC 
graduate students are 
among those who take 
advantage of the current 
rules and who could see 
their tax rate increase by 
as much as 400 percent if 
the bill becomes law.
“I think for the Ph.D 
students especially, I 
think it could be a big 
deal as far as an increased 
cost for them,” mass 
communications student 
Joseph Meyers told The 
Daily Gamecock. 
News writer Arunmani 
Phravoratchith contributed 
to the reporting of this story.
Republican tax bill passes in Senate
Mary Ramsey
@MCOLLEEN1996
Courtesy of Tribune News Service
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell led the tax bill past a hurdle Dec. 2 with a successful vote.
Buckhaults honed in on one gene, p53. This gene 
is the most frequently mutated gene in all of 
cancer. When this gene is altered, it can lead to 
cancers becoming drug resistant and allows these 
cells to live forever. This mutation lets cells form 
tumors and ravage throughout the body. 
Buckhaults had an idea. He decided that he 
could turn this strength into a weakness. Now, he 
is hunting for the Achilles’ heel of p53. 
The phenomenon he is  invest igat ing is 
something that has long been known to happen in 
yeasts, fruit fl ies and, just recently, certain breast 
cancers. It is a concept called “synthetic lethality.” 
Synthetic lethality occurs in cells when there is 
a simultaneous mutation in two specific genes, 
causing the cells to die.
 “If you knocked out a combination of two 
genes, then [the cell] would die. So, gene A, [the 
cell] can live without, gene B, [the cell] can live 
without,” Buckhaults explained. “But, if you have 
gene A and gene B mutated in the same cell, the 
cell croaks and dies.”
Tak ing f u l l  advantage of  t h is  anomaly, 
Buckhaults is applying it to the p53 gene. He 
and his lab are trying to “systematically screen 
through every gene in the genome” — all 20,000 
of them — to f ind genes that when mutated 
with p53 trigger cell death. By ident if y ing 
this vulnerability, his discovery could lead to 
a targeted treatment for a large portion of all 
cancers. 
Payne Skersick, a third-year pharmaceutical 
sciences student, began working in Buckhault’s 
lab in January 2016. He says his time in the lab has 
helped him to make a difference while preparing 
him for some of his more diffi cult classes, namely 
genetics and biochemistry. He also learned about 
his own genetic makeup.
“I was allowed to sequence part of my DNA 
from a saliva sample, looking specif ically at 
the p53 gene,” he said. “I discovered I am a 
heterozygote for the p53 gene, basically meaning 
I am less likely to die of cancer and more likely 
to die naturally of old age. That’s comforting to 
hear, I guess.”
Buckhaults f inds joy in his work because it 
allows him to do meaningful research to try 
and save people’s lives. Having been inspired 
all the way back in medical school, he strongly 
encourages undergraduates to get involved in 
research while at USC by finding a professor 
working in a fi eld they’re interested in.
“Most professors would be very happy to have a 
student come in,” Buckhaults said. “If you’re the 
type that wants to try to do something important 
and do it on your own initiative, then go fi nd a 
research lab that is similarly minded.”
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www.savannahrivernuclearsolutions.com
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and Flickr
Come join our team.  
And you can help make the world safer, too.
For more information
Our company
Savannah River Nuclear Solutions manages and operates the Savannah River Site,  
a U.S. Department of Energy site. We’re also home to the Savannah River National Laboratory.
Our location
The Savannah River Site is a 310-square-mile facility located near Aiken, S.C.
What we do
We operate diverse nuclear and research facilities, and manage infrastructure and support 
systems like those of a small city.
Opportunities
We offer full-time employment in disciplines such as engineering, science, business, 
information technology and other technical fields. We also offer an extensive internship 
program in the same disciplines for uniquely skilled students who want to enhance their 
education with hands-on experience. 
Hilsman said that the resettlement agency in 
Columbia provides “those essential needs l ike 
housing and job placement.” Prior to the CSC’s 
founding in 2015, there “was nothing that helped 
people with their mental health and really enhanced 
their lives.” CSC aimed to fi ll that void. 
“Trauma survivors ... what happens is you start 
to feel isolated, you feel like you’re alone, you lose 
a sense of community,” Hilsman said. “If you’re 
involved in a community and creating, being active, 
learning and doing things together that’s chief for 
mental health.”
The Carolina Survivor Clinic holds volunteering 
sessions on Mondays and Tuesdays in a recreational 
center outside of Columbia, about a 20-minute drive 
from USC’s campus. It has large soccer fi elds, a main 
building and a small playground where students walking 
from their apartments meet with friends before the start 
of tutoring. 
After t ime outside, the k ids walk through a 
gymnasium into a classroom where they will work on 
homework and speaking activities with USC students. 
Sessions include everything from lively subtraction 
games to groups of students writing short fi ction. Once 
tutoring ends, soccer practice through the scholastic 
soccer program begins. Across the fi eld, kids split off 
into groups to scrimmage and chat with friends.  
Melissa Slade, a third-year public health student, said 
volunteering with the Carolina Survivor clinic has been 
an opportunity to “learn from each other, whether it 
be culture, language, patience, positivity, persistence, 
resilience.” 
Slade said that the challenges that refugees experience 
do not end with their time in a turbulent country. 
“After resettling in Columbia, however, their 
challenges aren’t over,” Slade said. “ Language 
barriers, prejudice from others, and their own 
physical and mental scars from their experiences 
remain.”
Hilsman encourages USC students to get involved, 
saying that students should look at volunteering as a 
“learning opportunity for yourself” and a “chance to 
really bond with an adult or student and impact their 
lives tremendously.” He added, “It means so much to 
everyone involved, myself included.” 
As the number of refugees continues to grow, CSC 
aims to have enough volunteers to give each refugee 
individual training. USC undergraduates are also 
rallying students to try and reach this goal. 
Alexis Vetack, a second-year BARSC student, is 
creating an organization called Gamecocks Aiding 
Refugees in Columbia with Slade this coming 
semester. Vetack sa id that the club wil l help 
“advocate for more volunteers as well as fundraise 
for additional supplies and learning materials to keep 
the kids engaged and make learning fun.” 
Both Vetack and Slade hope that future volunteers 
will become familiar faces for their students. As 
Slade said, these “small things add up if you do them 
consistently, and can really have a positive effect on 
the lives of these survivors.”Jasmine Ranjit / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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Alexa Ford’s love for music performance has 
been a lifelong pursuit which has led her to be the 
only female singer in the jazz department at USC. 
Ford’s passion for singing began at a young 
age when she would sing so loudly at church that 
people would turn around and look at her. After 
begging for piano and singing lessons, her mom 
fi nally gave in and she began crafting her talent. 
From classical training at age nine to writing her 
own music at age 11, Ford’s future as a musician 
did not come as a surprise.   
Ford chose to go to a private Catholic high 
school because of their music program. Her high 
school music teacher introduced her to jazz music, 
and she was encouraged to perform with the New 
York All State Jazz Group her senior year. 
Ford’s musical talent did not go unnoticed. 
During high school, she was offered a publishing 
deal with Airgo Entertainment, and even though 
she didn’t take the deal, she still recorded her 
personal music with them. 
In high school, Ford also worked with HBO to 
create an online promotion for Game of Thrones, 
and though her material got cut, working in that 
environment was a positive experience. 
Opportunities such as this certainly came at a 
formative time, but Ford said she did not receive 
the criticism she needed to improve her work. 
Ford had to decide if she should stay home to 
pursue her career, attend a music conservatory, 
or go to a regular university. Even though college 
takes away four years of potential opportunities, 
she felt like attending college was the better 
option and what she wanted to do. 
“After a while of being told that you’re so good 
at something is not a compliment anymore, it’s 
just you want to get better at it and that’s where 
I was when I came to college. I just wanted to 
perfect my craft,” Ford said. 
Though Ford ultimately enjoys getting her 
education at USC, she says that it can be diffi cult 
to pass up bigger opportunities in favor of taking 
classes in a traditional university setting. 
“Sometimes I get really frustrated and I want 
to drop out of school and just go for it,” she said. 
“But it is what I want, and I just keep telling 
myself that.”
In a way, USC has given her a “double life” 
of allowing her to do what she loves while also 
having a normal college experience. Outside of 
singing, Ford enjoys going to football games and 
being involved in her sorority, Chi Omega. 
Compared to her friends, Ford’s educational 
experience is much different as a music major. 
There’s no cramming for tests or spending late 
nights in the library, but her hours of classes are 
rigorous in their own way. 
“With music 
y o u  h a v e  t o 
s i t  t he r e  a nd 
practice the same 
line over and over 
ag a i n  u nt i l  you 
can play it in every 
single key,” Ford 
said.
U S C ’ s  j a z z 
program is a small 
group of dedicated 
m u s i c i a n s  w i t h 
Fo r d  b e i n g  t h e 
only female singer. 
Ford said she didn’t 
realize she was the 
on ly  g i r l  i n  t he 
j a zz  depa r t ment 
u n t i l  s o m e o n e 
mentioned it to her 
earlier in the year. 
“ T h e y  n e v e r 
made me feel any 
less so I never even 
thought about it,” 
Ford said.




After years of perfecting their craft, 12 USC 
students are ready to take the next big step of 
their careers by participating in the annual 
Student Choreography Showcase. 
Held in both the fall and the spring, the 
Student Choreography Showcase gives dance 
students the opportunity to share their creative 
visions with the public by choreographing 
original pieces of their own.
Many of the choreographers have been 
dancing for almost a decade and believe they 
are ready to become directors. The showcase 
allows them to be directly involved with and 
take charge in every step of the process. 
Preparation for the showcase begins the 
second week of school and spans the entire 
semester. The process includes determining 
a production schedule, holding auditions and 
deciding themes for the pieces. Finally, a panel 
of judges decide which pieces will premiere 
at the showcase on Dec. 5 through Dec. 8 at 
Drayton Hall Theatre. 
Among those on the panel is Cindy Flach, 
who has been the director of the showcase 
for 15 years. Flach is one of many faculty 
members who serves as a mentor to the aspiring 
choreographers. Each year, she has witnessed 
the choreographers improve from previous 
years and does not ever recall a disappointment. 
“It’s their dream, and they realize their 
dream, and they know what it takes,” Flach 
said. 
For both the choreographers and the dancers, 
time management has been one of the biggest 
components in transforming their dreams into 
reality. Rehearsals are usually three to five 
days a week, and the choreographers often fi nd 
themselves in the studio working late into the 
night and even on weekends. 
Emma Morris, a fourth-year dance and 
env ironmenta l sc ience st udent ,  is  the 
choreographer of her own piece and a dancer 
in a peer’s piece. Morris has been dancing since 
she was in the third grade, and after graduation 
she hopes to begin an audition circuit in pursuit 
of her dream to dance for a contemporary 
company. 
Morris’s piece, “21 years and 20,000 Miles,” 
is inspired by her life growing up in a military 
family that moved often and her search for the 
true meaning of home. 
A l t h o u g h  t h i s  i s  h e r  t h i r d  t i m e 
choreographing in the showcase, Morris still 
finds the process to be a challenge, albeit a 
rewarding one. 
“You gain more confidence in speaking 
your dance language,” she said. “I have never 
been more nervous in my life than when my 
choreography goes out onstage because I have 
no control over it. I created it, I made it, but it’s 
gone. So that’s really scary ... building up the 
confi dence to lay it all out there.”
Like Morris, fifth-year dance and biology 
student Lauren Bobo’s piece is also inspired by 
her personal life. Bobo says her piece, “We’re 
All Human Here,” stems from the “network of 
sisterhood” between her and a few close friends 
after she left an abusive relationship. Bobo 
describes sharing such a personal experience as 
a “catharsis.” 
“Here’s me purging something that was 
really toxic in my life and I’m not embarrassed 
about it. I’m not afraid of it, and it’s been really 
empowering, honestly,” she said.  
Michael McManus, a fourth-year history 
student, has danced in the showcase since his 
freshman year. However, unlike his peers, this 
is his first time choreographing an original 
work of his own. Ultimately he hopes that 
viewers understand how much work he and his 
peers have put into the showcase. 
“Even though all of our pieces are really 
different, there’s camaraderie that we feel 
amongst each other, and I want them to just 
see the passion and the love we all put into our 
pieces.” McManus said. “But also, I want them 
to take away each of our individual styles.”
THIS WEEK IN 
ARTS & CULTURE
Student choreography 
to premiere at showcase
Taylor Washington
@TDG_ARTS
Movie releases for Dec. 8:
SEEJAZZPAGE6 Courtesy of Bert Ligon
“November Criminals”
Rotten Tomatoes: No rating yet
“Just Getting Started”





“The Pirates of Somalia” 
Rotten Tomatoes: 67%
“The Rape of Recy Taylor”
Rotten Tomatoes: 91%
“I, Tonya”
Rotten Tomatoes: 89% 
Famous Birthdays:
Dec. 4: Jay-Z, Marisa Tomei, 
Tyra Banks, Jeff  Bridges
Dec. 5: Paula Patton, Frankie Muniz
Dec. 6: Judd Apatow
Dec. 7: Nicholas Hoult, C. 
Thomas Howell, Emily Browning, 
Jennifer Carpenter, Aaron Carter 
Dec. 8: Ian Somerhalder, 
AnnaSophia Robb, Dominic 
Monaghan, Nicki Minaj
Dec. 9: Judi Dench, John Malkovich, 
Kirk Douglas
Dec. 10: Kenneth Branagh, 
Raven-Symoné
Movie posters Courtesy of IMDb, Photos Courtesy of Tribune News Service 
Shreyas Saboo / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
The fall Student Choreography Showcase allows students to tell personal stories through dance. 
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for your hard work
and dedication.
Since she is the only female singer, 
she is g iven the opportunit y to 
perform all the time which gives 
her great experience. She said the 
one-on-one attention she receives 
is like a private lesson she should 
pay for, but instead she’s receiving 
college credit. She sees the tight-knit 
program as benefi cial. 
“It’s a small program, but the 
teachers are amazing and also the 
students that are in jazz are very 
invested in it,” Ford said.
In the f ut ure, Ford wants to 
continue performing jazz and would 
love to sing her own music, but if 
it doesn’t work out, she sees herself 
working at a big booking industry.  
“In the real world most people 
don’t really want jazz all of the time, 
but any jazz gig I can get outside of 
college I defi nitely will take it,” Ford 
said.
JAZZPAGE5
Courtesy of Bert Ligon
Since high school, Ford has made critical decisions regarding school and music.  
Finals week playlist
As fi nals week approaches, we’ll be hitting the books hard. 
A&C writer Emily Chavez has put together a chill study 
playlist to help you get in the right mindset and make it 
through exams. 
“Don’t Forget About Me,” CLOVES
“Broken Roots,” Michl
“Ocean Eyes,” Billie Eilish
“anemone,” slenderbodies
“Should Have Known Better,” Sufjan Stevens
“Out in the Ocean,” Megan D
“Coffee,” Sylvan Esso
“Early Morning Coffee Cups,” Jaimi Faulkner
“Big Black Car,” Gregory Alan Isakov
“Cinnamon,” Jome
“I’ll Be Good,” Jaymes Young
“I Belong to You,” Brandi Carlile
“Cigarette Daydreams,” Cage The Elephant 
Emily Chavez
@EMCHAVEZ
Graphic by Maggie Neal
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BACK TO OUTBACK
File photo: Jeff rey Davis / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Sunday was like Christmas for many 
college football fans who found out 
which bowl game their teams will play 
in this postseason. 
For the Gamecocks and their fans, 
the news was something they’ve heard 
before. 
On Jan. 1 at noon, South Carolina will 
take on a familiar foe in the Michigan 
Wolverines. 
This will be the fi rst matchup between 
these two teams since 2013 when the 
Gamecocks took on the Wolverines in 
the Outback Bowl. 
As almost every college football fan 
knows, that game in 2013 was also when 
Jadeveon Clowney delivered the “hit 
heard ‘round the world.” This game 
displays two completely different teams 
compared to the 2013 squads, but it still 
has all the makings of a highly contested 
ball game. 
This matchup features two teams that 
both finished with eight wins on the 
season. 
For Gamecock fans, eight wins is a 
sign of improvement and shows that 
the program is trending in the right 
direction.
“I’d like to congratulate head coach 
Will Muschamp for his leadership of 
our football program,” said  athletics 
director Ray Tanner. “It’s a compliment 
to him, his staff and the players for the 
tremendous strides we’ve made over the 
past two years, and their hard work has 
been rewarded with a New Year’s Day 
bowl.”
For Wolverine fans, eight wins was 
not the desired outcome.
After starting the year with four 
straight wins and cracking the Top 10, 
Michigan was riding high and hoping 
that this was its year. With losses to 
Michigan State and Penn State in a 
three-week span, things began to fall 
off for the Wolverines. After losing their 
starting quarterback Wilton Speight to a 
neck injury, the Wolverines could never 
quite get back on track. The Wolverines 
are currently on a two-game skid and 
will look to end their season on a high 
note against the Gamecocks. 
South Carolina was able to fi nd more 
success on the fi eld this year compared 
to last season’s 6-7 campaign. A large 
part of its success came from a defensive 
standpoint. Compared to last year’s 
defense, the Gamecocks have improved 
in key areas that hurt them last season. 
For the year, South Carolina led the SEC 
in turnovers forced with 23, increased 
its sack total and turnover margin and 
decreased its points per game allowed 




The Col lege Footba l l  Playof f 
Committee announced Sunday that 
the four playoff teams are Clemson, 
Oklahoma, Georgia and Alabama in 
that order. 
This is the fi rst year in the history of 
the playoff committee that two teams 
from the same conference made the 
cut. Despite the major controversy 
between Alabama and Ohio State for 
that fourth spot, the committee looked 
at the season record and strength of 
wins compared to strength of losses 
more than a conference championship.
Clemson will play Alabama in the 
Sugar Bowl, which will be the third 
straight meeting of these two teams in 
the playoff. Alabama deserved to be the 
team to compete against the reigning 
champs, because Alabama would put up 
more of a fi ght against Clemson. 
Noah Patheja
@PATHEN36
Sara Yang / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Clemson earned the No. 1 spot in the 
College Football Playoff rankings.
SEECOLUMNPAGE8
Victoria Richman / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
The Ice ‘Cocks lost, 3-2, on Friday, but took a 7-1 victory Saturday.
Ice ‘Cocks split series with Vandy
Despite key injuries 
to a slew of starters, the 
Sout h  Ca rol i n a  c lub 
hockey team split this 
weekend’s series against 
Vanderbilt.
G o a l i e  B o b b y 
L o m b a r d i  h a s  b e e n 
sidelined with a broken 
finger that he sustained 
on Nov. 3 and is expected 
to miss the rest of the 
semester. In his absence, 
f reshman Jared Ward 
has been thrown into the 
starting role. 
“ I  w a s n ’ t  r e a l l y 
expecting to be  starting 
goaltender th is year,” 
Ward said after the 7-1 
win on Saturday. 
Wa rd  ad m it t e d  he 
had a rocky start when 
he was f irst put in, but 
said he thought he was 
really “starting to pull it 
together.” 
Ward stood on h is 
head Fr iday in a 3-2 
shootout loss. He had 




Shreyas Saboo / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
The South Carolina women’s soccer team (19-3-1) advanced to the Final Four this season for the fi rst time in program history.
Women’s soccer falls to 
Stanford Cardinal in Final Four
In recover ing f rom a 
bitter loss, one must start 
with the good.
For  2017,  t he  Sout h 
Carolina women’s soccer 
team finished 19-3-1 and 
took its second straight SEC 
regular-season tit le with 
a 9-0-1 conference mark.
Twelve of the team’s 19 
wins came in consecutive 
matches between Aug. 27 
and Oct. 19, and South 
Carolina’s opponents failed 
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Last year, the playof f committee made the 
controversial decision to put a one-loss Ohio State 
team in over a one-loss conference champion Penn 
State team in the fourth spot. This decision led to 
Clemson dominating Ohio State, 31-0, in the semifi nal 
and eventually winning the National Championship. 
This year, the playoff committee showed it has 
learned from its mistakes. 
It didn’t put Ohio State in, because the Buckeyes 
had worse losses than Alabama, including a 31-point 
loss to an unranked Iowa. 
The committee also avoided being blamed for 
hypocrisy by putt ing in a two-loss conference 
champion over a one-loss non-conference champion. 
Clemson was a well-deserved top team after playing 
very well on the road against South Carolina and 
beating up Miami in the ACC Championship. The 
Tigers have the most complete team right now and 
their defense is the best in the country.
Georgia will play Oklahoma in the Rose Bowl on 
New Year’s Day right before the Sugar Bowl. Georgia 
has had quite a journey by going undefeated the whole 
year until its bad loss at Auburn. Georgia defi nitely 
deserved the No. 3 spot after getting revenge against 
Auburn in the SEC Championship. The Bulldogs 
fi nished 12-1 on the year, and had a better resume 
than anyone else in the SEC. 
Oklahoma was a clear No. 2 team after dominating 
TCU in the Big 12 championship. It finished 12-1 
and had higher quality wins than any other team in 
the country. The Sooners beat TCU twice along with 
Ohio State and Oklahoma State. They have a likely 
Heisman winner in Baker Mayfi eld, and they could 
fi nish off this stellar year by bringing home a National 
Championship trophy.
The playoff committee got it right this year, despite 
having the toughest decision for the fourth spot in the 
history of the College Football Playoff. The opening 
lines have been released, and Alabama is favored by 
one over Clemson, while Oklahoma is favored by two 
and half over Georgia.
COLUMNPAGE7
effort. He said it was hard 
for him to get into a rhythm 
while the Gamecocks held 
Vanderbilt without a shot 
for long stretches during the 
game. 
Head coach Allan Sirois 
s a i d  w i t h o u t  Wa r d  i n 
guarding the net, the game 
could’ve been a lot more 
lopsided. 
“We lost the game in the 
fi rst period ... Jared kept us in 
the game in the third period.” 
Sirois went on to say that 
neither of the goals Ward 
allowed were his fault. 
The Commodores scored 
less than four minutes in to 
take a 1-0 lead. After a goal 
from Alex Siegfried and a 
second from Ian Powderly, the 
Gamecocks found themselves 
up 2-1 with 7:29 to play in 
the opening period. The lead 
lasted all of three minutes as 
Vanderbilt tied the game on 
a defl ection. That was all the 
scoring the game would see. 
In the shootout, Vanderbilt 
shot first and scored on its 
fi rst two attempts while the 
Gamecocks could not score 
on either attempts. 
T he  G a me c o c k s  we nt 
0 -for-3  on power  play s , 
including one in overtime. As 
of Nov. 22, South Carolina 
and Vanderbilt were 13 and 
14 in the ACH A div ision 
three south rankings with 
the Commodores holding the 
slight edge. With the teams 
being so close in the rankings 
and only the Top 10 teams 
getting a ticket to regionals, 
Sirois stressed how important 
Saturday’s game was. He also 
stressed how important it was 
for the team to play a full 
60-minute game on Saturday.
The team did just that. 
With the game tied at 1, 
South Carolina went into 
the power play with 8:44 
remaining in the second. 
Alex Kranis scored to give 
South Carolina a 2-1 lead 
with assists going to A lex 
Martone and Sean Dav is 
with 7:26 left in the second 
period. This would start a 
barrage of four goals in the 
last 7:26 of the period. Ben 
Smith took a high-sticking 
penalty that could’ve given 
Vanderbilt momentum, but 
that was quickly put to bed 
as Davis scored shorthanded 
to give the Gamecocks the 
3-1 lead. 
Late in the per iod, the 
Gamecocks were on another 
p o w e r  p l a y ,  i n  w h i c h 
Geoffrey Kostrzebski fired 
home a pass from Mike Borst, 
extending South Carolina’s 
lead to 4-1 with 11 seconds 
left in the period. Davis got 
the secondary assist on the 
goal. 
Seven seconds af ter the 
Kost rzebsk i  t a l ly,  Corey 
Hawkinson scored to give 
South Carolina a 5-1 lead 
that put the game to bed with 
still a period to play. 
In the f ina l f rame, the 
Gamecocks scored goals via 
Brian Sohr and Kostrzebski 
for the 7-1 victory. 
S i r o i s  s a i d  t h e  k e y 
t o  S a t u r d a y ’s  w i n  w a s 
f iguring out how to score 
on Vanderbi lt goal ie A r y 
Furman. 
“We found a way to score 
on [Furman],” Sirois said. 
“We made him move ... It 
was huge from the power play 
aspect.”
Sirois said he thinks the 
Gamecock s shou ld “step 
over”  Va nderbi lt  i n  t he 
rankings after taking three of 
four possible points. 
Next up, the Gamecocks 
will take on Kennesaw State 
on Friday. 
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Undoubtedly, there were weak spots: 
a last-minute draw with conference win-
less Georgia on Oct. 22, followed by a 
fi rst-round upset to Arkansas in the fi rst 
round of the SEC tournament nine days 
later. On the surface, either loss could 
expose a team incapable of heading very 
far in the NCAA Tournament.
But any such team ceased to show up 
after Oct. 31 as South Carolina netted 
seven goals and surrendered none in the 
four games that preceded the Final Four 
matchup with Stanford in Orlando on 
Friday.
For now, any talk of that is hard to 
fi nd and washed out by South Carolina’s 
2-0 loss to Stanford in the first trip 
to the NCAA Tournament Women’s 
College Cup in program history.
“Obviously no one wants to be sitting 
here saying that the season is over, but I 
couldn’t be more proud of this group and 
this team,” head coach Shelley Smith 
said. “We told these players to not hang 
their head, they’ve done amazing things 
for our program, they’ve accomplished 
great things.”
When the loss heals, it will yield 
to this fact: 22 of South Carolina’s 28 
players are underclassmen, and many of 
them play soccer in a way that is worthy 
of players much more experienced.
Minus a 35-minute, shot-free relief 
appearance by Alexis McMullen against 
Alabama State, Mikayla Krzeczowski 
kept South Carolina’s net clean for more 
than 406 consecutive minutes of play 
through Friday night. Still a sophomore, 
she took home Second Team All-SEC 
honors and two SEC Defensive Player 
of the Week awards in 2017. She’ll still 
be patrolling the Gamecock goal line 
next year, should South Carolina require 
another four-game shutout streak in the 
2018 tournament.
Similar to Krzeczowski, Elexa Bahr 
and Grace Fisk are sophomores, while 
Ryan Gareis, Luciana Zullo and Bianca 
Galassini are freshmen. These f ive 
underclassmen combined for 23 goals 
and six assists in 2017 and are unlikely 
to be any less lethal behind the ball next 
August, or the one after that.
A ny hope for the future of the 
program can be found by replaying 
Friday’s game and looking directly 
across the field. Stanford dressed two 
seniors Friday and started one, and 
suffered not a bit for it. While Cardinal 
coach Paul Ratcliffe has seen six College 
Cups in his time with the program, 
only his seniors and redshirt juniors had 
seen any Final Four action before this 
weekend — a semifi nal loss to Florida 
State in 2014.
B e h i n d  t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h e 
Gamecocks will return as a seasoned 
postseason team in 2018 that has played 
on the biggest stage in collegiate soccer. 
The 2017 College Cup experience 
combined with the team’s youth shows 
there is no reason to hold out hope for a 
tournament run next year.
For now, the team is ref lecting on 
the careers of the seniors who won’t be 
returning to Stone Stadium next fall.
Lindsey Lane’s late-season scoring 
spree will be missed, as will Anna 
Conklin’s command of the backfield 
and Dominique Babbitt’s play up the 
middle. Everything Lauren Jankowski 
and Meaghan Carrigan brought to the 
table is now gone, never to return in the 
combination that allowed this team to 
mesh as it did.
And what about the SEC Offensive 
Player of the Year?
Savannah McCaskill ranks third in 
program history in career goals and 
points and second in career assists 
for South Carolina -- both incredible 
statistics alone.
But the records she set matter even 
more when considering the numerous 
do-or-die games the Gamecocks faced 
these past four seasons.
McCaskill wrapped up her collegiate 
career Friday night tied with Chelsea 
Drennan and Kayla Grimsley for the 
program lead in game-winning assists, 
and she owns the standalone record 
for game-winning goals with 17. She 
netted both South Carolina goals in a 
2-1 win over Texas A&M in last year’s 
SEC tournament quarterfi nal, setting 
South Carolina’s record for points in a 
conference tournament game.
And in a move that will never show 
itself on any scoreboard but nonetheless 
helps define McCaskill as one of the 
fi nest South Carolina athletes in recent 
memory, she had this to say just minutes 
after Friday’s heartbreaking loss:
“I defi nitely couldn’t have dreamed of 
being at a better place. I wouldn’t have 
chosen a different school, wouldn’t have 
chosen a different program, a different 
group of girls.”
McCaskill as a player might be gone, 
but her fi ghting spirit is unlikely to leave 
this team for a while.
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Gamecocks could benefit 
from coaching carousel
Logan Zahner / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Will Muschamp is in his second season as the head coach at USC.
I n  t e r m s  o f  c o ac h i n g 
changes, the last few weeks of 
college football have been full 
of twists, turns and surprises.
Tennessee is struggling to 
find a replacement for Butch 
Jones, while Florida State has 
lost Jimbo Fisher to Texas 
A&M. Florida let go of Jim 
McElwain earlier this season 
and hired former Mississippi 
State coach Dan Mullen. 
As expected with coaching 
changes, recruits tend to 
change their minds on where 
they want to play when coaches 
leave. 
For the Gamecocks, this 
has caused three targets, who 
had previously committed to 
other schools, to decommit 
and pursue other offers.
The three targets are Jaycee 
Horn, Israel Mukuamu and 
Divaad Wilson — all players in 
the 2018 recruiting class. 
Jaycee Horn
Horn is an All-American 
cornerback from Alpharetta, 
Georgia, who had previously 
committed to Tennessee. He 
is a four-star cornerback and 
is ranked No. 207 nationally, 
according to the 247sports 
rankings. 
Per his Twitter account, 
Horn took an unofficial visit 
to South Carolina for the 
Palmetto Bowl on Nov. 25, and 
decommitted from Tennessee 
the day after. Since then, he 
has visited Ole Miss twice, 
according to 247sports. The 
247sports crystal ball gives 
him a 58 percent chance to 
commit to the Gamecocks and 
a 42 percent to commit to the 
Volunteers.
Israel Mukuamu
Mukuamu is a safety from 
Park way High School in 
Bossier City, Louisiana who 
had previously committed to 
Florida State. He is a three-
star safety and is ranked No. 
500 nationally. He officially 
visited South Carolina on Oct. 
7 when the Gamecocks hosted 
Arkansas. He decommitted 
from Florida State on Nov. 
29, a long with t wo other 
commits. Since then, he has 
v isited Purdue, according 
to 247sports. The 247sports 
crystal ball gives him a 62 
percent chance to commit 
to the Gamecocks and a 38 
percent chance to commit to 
the Seminoles.
Divaad Wilson
Wilson is a cornerback from 
Northwestern High School 
in Miami, Florida, who had 
prev iously commit ted to 
Florida. He is a four-star 
safety and is ranked No. 334 
nationally. He offi cially visited 
South Carolina on Oct. 28 
for the Vanderbilt game. He 
decommitted from Florida 
on Nov. 30 amid the Jim 
McElwain firing. Since then, 
he has only visited Louisville, 
per 247sports.The 247sports 
crystal ball gives him a 50 
percent chance to commit 
to Florida, and the other 50 
percent is listed as “cloudy.”
South Carolina currently 
has the No. 26 recruiting class 
for the 2018 cycle according 
to 247sports. The Gamecocks 
have four four-star commits 
and 14 three-star commits. 
key to winning close ballgames.
The offense would sputter at times, 
but more times than not, the defense 
has been able to hold the weight and 
handle tough situations this season. 
Another bonus for the Gamecocks 
will be the extra 15 bowl practices that 
come with the game. South Carolina is 
no doubt still in the middle of a rebuild, 
but head coach Will Muschamp knows 
that this game is an opportunity to get 
better and to become the seventh team 
in school history to win nine or more 
games in a season. 
With 70 percent of the roster made 
up of freshmen and sophomores, this 
extra game allows the Gamecocks the 
opportunity to improve, Muschamp 
said. 
“As much as anything, football is 
a developmental game,” Muschamp 
said. “Probably the f irst three or 
four practices will be strictly our 
underclassmen to continue to work 
and develop those guys ... It’s an 
opportunity for these guys to take a 
huge step forward, and feel good about 
themselves going in the offseason and 
going in the spring ball.”
Competition for starting roles will 
be more tough at some positions for 
the Outback Bowl. Muschamp expects 
Rico Dowdle, Shi Smith and K.C. 
Crosby to all be healthy for the game. 
All three of these players are capable of 
making a statement.
“We’re there to win the game, the 
fun’s in winning. If you don’t win, they 
give you all these nice bowl sweats, 
and you don’t want to wear them. You 
might as well win the game, and that’s 
what we’re going to do,” Muschamp 
said. 
The official time and date for the 
Outback Bowl is Jan. 1st at noon 
on ESPN2.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR REQUIREMENTS
Letters to the editor must not exceed 300 words. 
Students must include their full name, major and 
year. Faculty and staff must include their full name, 
position and department. Community members 
must include their full name and applicable job title. 
Verifiable statements of fact must include at least one 
source; if we cannot verify a statement of fact, your 
letter will not be published until the writer implements 
necessary changes or provides reputable sources 








It may seem harsh, but the 
days of young professionals 
keeping their personal lives 
private have disappeared faster 
than it takes to upload a post 
to Instagram. Social media 
networks have catalyzed a 
whole new level of separating 
out candidates when hiring 
interns or employees. 
And unfortunately, many 
college students and young 
professionals don’t realize the 
implications of their presence 
online — or lack thereof. 
W i t h  s o c i a l  m e d i a 
interjecting itself into virtually 
all aspects of our lives, it is 
ig nor a nt  to  a s s u me  t h at 
when one goes out for a job, 
the h ir ing staf f  won’t see 
the applicant’s social media. 
Why wouldn’t the company 
potentially hiring you look at 
your social media? How we 
present ourselves on social 
media can say a lot about our 
work ethic and how well we 
would represent the company. 
It provides insight into our 
values and morals, as well as 
the company we keep — all 
things that speak to the job we 
would do for a company. 
Even though the last decade 
has seen a huge increase in 
socia l media use, col leges 
around the country seem not 
to have realized that in order 
to fully develop their students 
as young professionals, they 
need to teach them socia l 
media literacy when it comes 
to branding themselves. 
Today’s universit ies need 
t o  i n c lu d e  s o c i a l  me d i a 
strategizing and proficiency 
as a core requirement for all 
students. 
Many students may think 
it doesn’t matter what they 
post on social media as long 
as they have a strong resume. 
Don’t get me wrong, a strong 
resume is absolutely essential 
to landing a job or internship. 
But the reality of today is that 
employers look at potential 
interns’ and employees’ social 
media presence to see how 
they brand themselves. 
And the lack of a presence 
on key sites, such as LinkedIn, 
can be just as harmf u l to 
employment as inappropriate 
content on one’s social media 
ac c ou nt s .  I n  f a c t ,  m a ny 
studies have been published 
that clearly show employers 
are far less likely to call in a 
candidate if they cannot locate 
them online or if they f ind 
inappropriate content. 
L i n ked I n i s  one of  t he 
best social media platforms 
for professional development, 
and it’s also the network that 
most employers look to when 
making decisions about who to 
call in for an interview. Some 
40 million college students 
and recent graduates use the 
website; perhaps that’s why 
LinkedIn created a way for 
students to fi nd jobs via their 
jobs search feature. 
But the issue is, if you decide 
to use LinkedIn to fi nd a job 
and net work , you need to 
maintain an active and involved 
presence. It’s not enough to 
upload a profile picture and 
say where you attend school. 
You should present yourself 
as the best possible candidate 
for whatever job you apply 
for — because chances are, 
the hiring manager is going to 
look at your profi le. 
T h e r e  s e e m s  t o  b e  a 
d i s c o n ne c t  b e t we e n  t he 
companies look ing to hire 
young professionals and the 
colleges that seek to develop 
those students professionally. 
I f  u n iver s i t ie s  requ i re  a 
social media strategy course 
that teaches students how to 
be eff icient on social media 
sites and use them to their 
advantage, it  would l ikely 
be easier for students to find 
internships or jobs. 
Having a course that teaches 
how to be strategic on social 
media can mean the difference 
between a student eventually 
landing his or her dream job 
or struggling to even get an 
interview. 
Too often we instinctively respond to problems by 
choosing to address symptoms we can see without 
digging deeper to uncover the root. This is a trap 
that is easy to fall into when dealing with an issue as 
weighty and opaque as mental illness.
 After tragedies like the suicide of a graduate 
student earlier this semester, we tend to hear the 
university administration talk a lot about the free 
counseling and various other suicide prevention 
resources available on campus, but without any 
mention of reforms or new policies.
While it is not my intention to be critical of any of 
these programs — I have attended and benefi ted from 
the free counseling sessions myself — I do believe 
they are an incomplete and insuffi cient solution to the 
problem of anxiety and depression on campus. In fact, 
I believe that the university is ignoring many obvious 
health causes of mental illness among students and 
maintaining an environment that allows those causes 
to fester.
When a teenagers leaves his or her family to attend 
university, they experience an abrupt shift in authority 
dynamics. Instead of being hands-on managed like 
they were in high school, they are greeted by a non-
authoritative university that emphasizes independence 
and self-determination. While this sort of environment 
sounds inviting, it is also dangerous, especially when 
the university shoots itself in the foot by indirectly 
encouraging students to make poor health choices. 
The university does so regularly by advocating against 
an action while still facilitating that action anyway.
This concept is best represented by a sign in the 
Honors Residence Hall which reads, “Burn calories, 
not electricity. Take the stairs!” Awkwardly placed 
two feet away from the elevator and about a hundred 
yards away from the nearest staircase, it is doubtful 
that this sign inspires much more than an occasional 
chuckle. This is exactly the same problem that the 
university has when promoting student health — and, 
by extension, mental health — it encourages making 
positive lifestyle choices and then gives students a 
dozen opportunities to fail. 
It does this when it advocates for good nutrition 
— crucial for good mental health — while fi lling up 
campus with fast food and vending machines. It does 
this when it advocates for rest and a regular sleep 
schedule while offering ice cream and cookies until 2 
a.m. and keeping the library open 24/7. And it does this 
when it advocates good exercise while requiring hours 
of lecture and study that all but demand a sedentary 
lifestyle from students. In a hundred little ways, USC 
undermines its own ability to preserve student health 
and, thus, give mental illness a foothold.
While these examples might sound relatively benign, 
this attitude bleeds over into more hazardous territory. 
This is most apparent as it relates to alcohol. USC is 
considered a dry campus, but, as I’ve written before, 
the mandatory alcohol education takes special care 
not to tell anyone to avoid drinking. The university 
also seems to have an understanding, especially with 
fraternities, that it will not intervene to prevent alcohol 
violations. The police in Five Points have similarly 
learned to look the other way on underage drinking. 
Even after a record number of alcohol violations last 
fall, not much has changed. It does not make sense 
to talk about how to prevent anxiety and depression 
without addressing the self-destructive behavior right 
under our noses.
Mental health cannot be thoroughly dealt with 
through Band-Aid solutions like counseling. It needs 
to be taken on with a more holistic approach. Mental 
illness is an everyday struggle and must be counteracted 
in small, everyday solutions. If the university really 
wants to make an impact, it needs to reassess the 
choices it is conditioning its students to make. Unless 
it is willing to model healthy living across the board, 
USC cannot expect to have a breakthrough in the fi ght 
against mental illness. 
I recently stumbled upon a Twitter thread, a 44-
part series, detailing what urgent policies need to 
be implemented to keep whites from only making 
up a mere 43 percent of the country. This @
WaspNationalism advocates far fl ung policies that fall 
just short of a forced breeding program to keep those 
census numbers high.
The underlying assumption here being that once 
whites lose their numerical advantage, we’re just a 
stone’s throw away from the end of days. “Race realists,” 
as they’ve dubbed themselves, believe different races 
coexisting is as far fetched as dogs and cats living 
together — as if we’re a bunch of betta fi sh with better 
impulse control. Columbia’s only 48 percent white. 
I just looked outside and I can tell you the city isn’t 
currently embroiled in a bitter race war. 
Ultimately, we all want the same thing. Hard work 
isn’t strictly an American value. No society on the 
globe values laziness. No mother has ever taught her 
baby child to hurt others, lie, cheat or steal. “Race 
realists” like to make a lot of hubbub about how Islamic 
cultures are at odds with Western values. How black on 
white crime is on the rise. How genetics leave people 
predisposed to violence. Rather than change their 
behavior they want to justify their prejudice. 
Here’s the thing: Compared to 50 years ago, more 
and more people are going to college, life expectancy 
is high and trending upwards, crime rates are down, 
have been going down and will continue to go down. 
At the same time we’re living in an increasingly diverse 
and integrated country. America is a better place to live 
in than ever before. Most people enjoy better living 
conditions than kings did. You think medieval castles 
had indoor plumbing or pizza rolls? 
What we’re seeing is what happens when you give 
people who want to succeed the opportunity to succeed. 
When you deny people access to resources and plain 
simple peace of mind, you lose out on a lot of amazing 
innovations. Before huge swaths of the population 
were locked out of careers. Imagine what the millions 
of black people could’ve done with a proper education, 
what women could’ve done if allowed in the workforce, 
what DACA recipients can do without the fear of being 
deported. 
People talk about “America first” and how this 
country should take care of its own before others. 
Things may not be all hunky-dory for everyone right 
now. The opioid epidemic is hitting the Midwest hard, 
the suicide rate is twice as high in rural areas and small 
town economies were built around factories that’ve 
packed their bags. It can be frustrating to see other 
groups make leaps in progress while those around you 
are seemingly left behind.
Immigrants make for an easy scapegoat, but an 
immigrant working a fi eld in California isn’t taking 
a job away from a factory worker in West Virginia. 
There’s a lot of problems at play in the Midwest, rural 
brain drain, weakening unions, automation, spread out 
populations, lack of infrastructure — but not a lot of 
solutions. Keeping someone out of the country who 
might have the answer is a disservice to everyone.
University should require 
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EMPLOYMENT
Seeking Experienced  
Servers, Hosts & Cashiers for 
Local Forest Acres restaurant
Apply in person btwn 4:30-
6:30 daily. 
4722 Forest Drive, 29206.  
Weekends Required
Lifeguard and Swim 
Instructor
We are looking for certifi ed 
Lifeguards and Swim 
Instructors  to work at an 
indoor pool - approx. 20-30hrs 
per week.  
Email dgunter@
harbisoncommunity.com 
PAC is hiring for PT After 
School Care Coordinator 
hours are Mon-Fri 2-6:30.  
Gymnastics and Tumbling 
coaches hours are Tu,Th 
4-7:15.  Offi  ce receptionist 




BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK 
$189 for 5-Days. All prices 
include: Round-trip luxury 
party cruise. Accommodations 
on the island at your choice of 
ten resorts. Appalachia Travel. 
www.BahamaSun.com 800-
867-5018
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F o c u s  o n  h o m e 
improvement today and 
tomorrow. Clean, sort 
and organize your stuff. 
Give away what you no 
longer need. Domestic 
projects satisfy.
Taurus
Communicat ions and 
net work i ng  prov ide 
rewards over the next 
few days. You can learn 
whatever you need to 
know. New possibilities 
stretch old boundaries.
Gemini 
More income is possible 
today and tomorrow. 
Here’s where you start 
making profi ts. Stick to 
your budget to maximize 
them. Self-discipl ine 
pays off.
Cancer
Fo c u s  o n  p e r s o n a l 
m a t t e r s  f o r  a  f e w 
days. Use your power, 
confidence and energy 
to forward your own 
a g e n d a .  G i v e  u p 
something you don’t 
need.
Leo 
B e g i n  a  t w o - d a y 
ph i losoph ica l  phase . 
It’s easier to finish old 
projects. Private self-
examinat ion del ivers 
valuable results. Slow 
down and contemplate 
your past and future.
Virgo
Friends are a big help 
o v e r  t h e  n e x t  f e w 
day s .  Schedu le  t i me 
together. Share ideas and 
information. Envision 
team goals, and strategize 
for accomplishment.
Libra 
You’re at tract ing the 
attent ion of someone 
important. Plan for two 
days in the spotlight. 
Dress to impress, and 
smile for the camera.
Scorpio
Expand your territory 
t h r o u g h  t r a v e l , 
e x p l o r a t i o n  a n d 
research. Get into a two-
day adventurous phase. 
Do your homework , 
and watch where you’re 
going.
Sagittarius
A lack of funds could 
threaten your fami ly 
plans. Col laborate to 
manage fi nances over the 
next few days. Heed the 
voice of experience.
Capricorn 
T h e  n e x t  t w o  d a y s 
favor negotiations and 
compromise. Refi ne plans 
with your partner. Privacy 
suits your mood. You 
could even kindle some 
romance.
Aquarius 
Balance rising demand 
for your services with 
your health today and 
tomorrow. Shif t your 
s c h e d u l e  t o  a d a p t . 
Prioritize peaceful rest, 
exercise and good food.
Pisces 
Prioritize fun, family 
and romance for a few 
days. Relax and enjoy 
hobbies with people you 
love. Reconnect around 
shared enthusiasms.
@thegamecock
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RESERVE A 4-BEDROOM 
AT GRANBY MILL 
FOR FALL 2018 AND GET A 
FREE FLAT SCREEN TV!*
*OFFER LIMITED TO THE FIRST 20 APARTMENTS
M I L L S L I V I N G . C O M 
THE
MILLS
SCHEDULE YOUR TOUR TODAY!
803.667.3705 
ACT FAST!
